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of the ships of that time were in command of Southern
officers. Indeed, it was charged by those of Northern
birth that the South had been favored in the distri-
bution of commands. If so, it was due to the fact
that the administrations had been Democratic, and
Southern statesmen then were dominant in national
affairs.

The captain of the Pawnee was Henry J. Har-
stene, a South Carolina man, who had had a very
interesting career. He had once been in command
of one of the Aspinwall steamers, an assignment that
many naval officers found most welcome on account
of the high pay. How completely times have
changed! Consider a naval officer of to-day being
detached to command a transatlantic liner! It was
also a saying that it was Southern officers who re-
ceived the Aspinwall steamers, while Northern offi-
cers had the less desirable billets of running to the
coast of Africa. Harstene had won celebrity for
finding Doctor Kane, the Arctic explorer, and he
later took to England the British ship Resolute, which
had been rescued from the Arctic Ocean by whalers,
receiving the thanks of the British Government and
many attentions. He was an eccentric as well as a
very energetic man, and intensely Southern in his
sympathies.

At a banquet given in Vera Cruz he declared that
if South Carolina seceded he would take the Pawnee
into Charleston harbor and deliver her over to thent Cruz and getting my first
